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Legalizing Marijuana


Legalizing Marijuana throughout the United States has been a popular debate for many years.  It may seem like a mindless idea at first but the closer you examine the benefits to legalizing marijuana the more inviting the idea becomes.  The most powerful impacts that could result from legalizing marijuana are the economic benefits.  Not only could the government potentially save billions on enforcing marijuana prohibition.  The government could also generate quite a bit of revenue by receiving taxes on all marijuana sold within the country.  The government won’t be the only one who is putting money in their pockets though.  If marijuana was legalized Americas economy would be stimulated for the better and everyone would benefit.  Apart from economic benefits lies some not so obvious benefits.  Marijuana legalization could actually reduce drug use and help the environment.


Right about now you might be wondering about all the problems that could also possibly arise from legalizing marijuana.  I do admit the idea of a nation filled with pot heads is quite frightening, however I do not think this would be the case.  There would probably be increase in marijuana use at first from the novelty, but in the long run I am willing to bet use of the drug will return to the same as what it is now or even decrease.  Portugal is a perfect example of this prediction because they legalized all drugs and now drug use has dropped by over 50 percent in ten years later according to an article published in Forbes Magazine. 


If marijuana were to be legalized there would still be regulations on marijuana in the same way alcohol and tobacco are regulated.  In fact there are two states in which marijuana use is already legal for recreational use.  Colorado is one of them, and the main regulations on the drug consist of: you must be 21 or older to use the drug, using marijuana in public is not allowed, and you cannot drive while under the influence of marijuana.  These regulations help ensure marijuana use will not endanger others, and keep marijuana use from getting out of hand.  Even if marijuana use increases if it is legalized, I do not think it would create many more problems than it already does.  Obviously people that already use marijuana aren’t too worried about breaking the law, so yes they will probably not bat an eye at the idea of breaking the new regulations.  New users on the other hand that are now using marijuana because it is legal will most likely follow the regulations and there will not be too much drama.  


The prohibition against marijuana is costing a fortune and the economic benefits are evidently clear when it comes to legalizing marijuana.  By legalizing marijuana the cost of enforcing marijuana laws would diminish to a very small fraction of what they are now.  According to Jeffery Miron, a professor of economics at Harvard University, 13.7 billion dollars is spent annually on enforcing marijuana prohibition.  Money spent on arrests, judicial processes and correctional resources are all included in this estimate.  In Miron's “The Budgetary Implications of Drug Prohibition” report he explains 10.4 billion dollars is spent at a state level and 3.4 billion dollars is spent at a federal level.  In 2012 police arrested over 750,000 people for marijuana.   This contributes to the 12.6% of all state and federal inmates that are incarcerated for marijuana offenses.  The amount of resources marijuana prohibition is costing the nation is ridiculous and the simple solution to it is legalizing marijuana.


The other obvious economic benefit that would arise from legalizing marijuana its ability to be taxed.  No one is for sure on how much money is really spent a year on marijuana because of its underground nature.  Economist have predicted anywhere between 10 billion to 100billion.  Either way there is definitely a lot of tax money the government is losing out on.  In the report “The Budgetary Implications of Drug Prohibition” Miron estimates that taxing marijuana in the same way tobacco and alcohol would generate a revenue of 6.4 billion dollars.  Now add this to the already saved 13.7 billion and you get 20.1 billion dollars back in America’s pocket.  20.1 billion dollars is a good chunk of money for government that could be put towards things like education, social security and other government programs that are suffocating from money right now.  


As mentioned earlier Portugal legalized all drugs ten years ago.  When they did this they took all the money saved from there drug prohibition and put it into programs to help drug addicts.  The number of estimated problematic drug user was 100,000 before the legalization.  Now that estimate is 40,000.  In the Forbes article the author says “The Portuguese report is way cheaper and humane to treat 40,000 patients than locking up 100,000 criminals”.  The United States could implement the same idea with the 20.1 billion dollars saved by legalizing marijuana.  In turn I believe the drug use trends would follow that of Portugal.  In the long run this could save the country even more money.


Legalizing marijuana does not only put money in the government’s pockets though.  If marijuana becomes legal a very valuable door is opened to an industry that is potentially worth a lot of money.  Many businesses could arise which could create products, and jobs that would spark the economy.  Marijuana could be the very thing to get this nation’s economy back on track.  If the United States were able to capitalize on the cultivation of marijuana the results could be staggering.  Like the tobacco companies that make billions every year the marijuana industry would most definitely be just as successful.  It doesn’t end there because using marijuana as a drug is certainly not the only use for it. 


Marijuana comes from the plant known as Cannabis plant.  When the cannabis plant is used for things other than getting high, it is commonly referred to as Hemp.  It is normal to see many products that contain hemp such as lotions, rope, oil, resin, and even fuel.  Right now in the United States products that contain hemp are expensive because it must be imported from countries where growing cannabis is legal.  If marijuana were legalized that would mean growing the cannabis plant would be legal allowing the united states to cash in on the valuable Hemp resource.  


There is one particular use for hemp that could dramatically reduce our toll on the environment.  That is hemp’s ability to be made into paper.  Hemp is one of the best materials to make paper with. You can produce three times the amount of paper with hemp as compared to the same amount of material using a tree.  The best part about it though is you are no longer cutting down trees which take hundreds of years to grow, instead we would be able to grow the cannabis plant the same way we grow corn or any other renewable resource.  Using Hemp for paper to help the environment is perfect example of a hidden benefit that will come as result of the economics of marijuana prohibition.


Marijuana prohibition is not getting us anywhere when it comes to fighting the drug war and the benefits that we are missing out on are too valuable to pass up.  The United States needs to legalize Marijuana as an entire nation which not only save it money but will generate revenue, stimulate the economy, and even help the environment.  In the long run the benefits greatly triumph the shortfalls and every day that goes by is money being wasted.  So let’s all open our mind to the way we look at marijuana and cash in on this valuable opportunity. 
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